Dr. Lang:fon of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania
Museum s finding some
remarkable documents on
clay tablets dug out of
Babylonian, ruins, An in-
teresting light has been
shed on this ancient civil-

igation of the Mystic East

NDOUBTEDLY the Spmerian-Akka-
dlan gentlemnn of 2500 B. C. took
down from the shelves of his library
a copy of “The Handy Letter Writer”
and sought the model upon which he
might bulld the important communi-
cntlion he had in hand.

To his wife he made litile hen
seratehes  pmd  sernwls that “great
scholars tell ug rend: “Beloved light

of mines eves: Thy extravagances are beyond all
the patience of man, Behoid, thy slave 1§ return-
ing without the shekels thon so brazenly hast de-
munded, Ever thy devoted hushband.”

Or, to a slave overseer who had wittingly or
unwittingly done him in some household deal, he
stylused In hot haste: *It Is with sorrow that thy
stupldity is borne upon my consclousness. Thon
hast cheated me in secules and in pricee. D—
thee, thou art not worth three hekns a week !"—

which is probably what a slave's food cost then,
P :
Chls, uecording to May Bosman, writing In the
New York Sun. She continues:

Al ull events, the great wealth of tublet records

dug up in Mesopotumia In recent years and
cleaned and dectphered shows so many [ittle fa-
milinr, intimate touches and such an abundance
of letter writlug on nll subjects under the sun
that the possibility of the existence of epistolury
guldes then must be

ness, oo,

borne upon our consclous-

An interesting lot of deciphering of such tablets
Is belng aceomplished by Dr. Stephen Luangdon,
who came in September fpoam Oxford, England, to
be curator of the Babyloninn division of the Uni-
versity of Peénnsylvania museum in Philadelphia,

He i=n young mun still, but he is the only mun
itving who has seen and handled all the thousands
of tablets uneurthed by University of Pennsyl-
vania museéum expeditions above the city of Nip-
pur. both those retained by the authorities at Con-
stnntinople and those sent to Philadelphia.

s Fhyere wre only nbout 15 men In the world who
can read Sumerlan and Babylonian echaracters,
and he is one of them. Thanks to the war, which
has left Oxford a dull, dead spot, America has se-
cured him for one vear, He will decipher a8 many
as possible of the thousands of tablets that have
heen cleaned nt the University of Pennsylvinla
muscun, will publish transtations of all Important
oneR, now o lnter, and will elassify and entnlogue
the collection, n stugendous task,

In 2000 B. €. papyrus and paper for writing
unknown., Men seratched with a polnted
slee]l Instroment called a stylus on unhaked red
ahout the
gize, shape und thickness of a4 small ook, They
wrote on hoth sldes, and then, If they were not
through, continned on another tablet, The annlogy
of these tnhlets to sheets of paper 18 not hard to
comprehend, Sometimoes 4 lle
dle and the next tablet on which it wae continned
Is never found, or Iz found years luter,

were

clay tublets of varlous sizes, mostly

stops In the mid-

In the temples scrihes were husy copying old
Hterature to hand dewn to posterity,
heir doys and thelr

pleces ol
Just as later monks
siights msly and  preserving old
honks for the nrchives of the monastery, The
work of the amanuenses wis placed on shelves lh

caopyving labor

library—neat lttle rows nnd piles of ¢lay hooks.

v llging 5,000 vears later have found them,
and other men have spent thelr lives In studying
thom, that they might tell ns what the tablets say.
The hools cov wide flel] and eomprise odes,
eples,  religions  hymns,  dictlonaries, seclentifie
pamiphlets e old Babylonian and SBumerian

greqt industrial, commereinl,
they

temples wera, ulso

ngricultural and stock-ralsing centers, and

kept a vast number of documents relating to these
varions Interests,
Milllong of tablets have been found recording

aalea of cattle, slaves nnd staple goods; marriage
contrnets and agreements; divorce decrees; wills;
receipts for innnmerable things from Jewelry and
wornan's dresdses to human chattels. There are
the timekespers’ slips of the teraple workers, and
bookkeeping aecounts, Doctor Langdon has found
that one blg banking house dil business In the
elty of Babylon for 600 years. .

The great bulk of the tablets have been found
on the site of the ancient temple of Nippur In
Babylonla. This temple was hoth s rellgious
centor and # college designed primarily for the
educntion of priests. but the range of textbooks
unearthed there shows that instruetion began at a
primury stage and continued thirough elementary
and grammar grades to the regulation college
course, ns Bubylonians conceived It, and to theo-
Jogicdl elusses, The textbooku show o high or-
der of Intelleetnallty, Indeed, the resemblonces
of these people to us of today bring home sgaln
the wnchangeableness of the great antiquity of
elvilization, so called.

Boys' exerclse books have NHeen found repeat-
edly, In this and In other colleetions. They were
Hke present-day school slates, but wade of wet
clny, and the little falow marked on them with
a stylus, anid when he mnde a mistake blotted
1t out with his thumb. .

The quality nnd range of the textbooks uston-
fgh -one. Books on mathemnties abound; they
taught ‘he multiplication tuhi_u up to 2400 and
L000 times a pumber. 1o their financial transace
wors Sumertans had to do stupendous calenlntions
in their heads, Doctor Langlon has Just found,

to0, » comprehensive volume Jaged in the stndy of
* Jair: end ameng the gronmars haoks one dealing
 purtieular!y and completely with the use of the

mecmosiitan, A pace that has arrived at the prepo-

eition is by no wegns primitive!
book is 2300 B, C.

Geography wus tuught, a8 were astronomy nnd
history. In the collection i8 the oldest history yet
found, n tablet giving the list of Babylonlan kings
golng back to the flood. The elaim Is that it s a
record of 25000 years; but this may be disputed,
since the names of the monarchs, which seem to
be those of men who reigned successively, may be
of men who ruled simultaneonsly, In kingdoms
that were adjncent. A conservative estimate (8
that this history covers 14,000 vears.

There 18 o bodk on botany, teaching the peopld
how to ralse the date palm, an Important crop of
the times, Agricultural books abound, for the
temple had a colleginte department, just as have
Cornell and other American universities, where
gelentifie farming was taught. The Babylonians,
a8 I8 well known, were remarkable englneers and
past masters lo the field of Irrigntion, It is not
surprising that Doctor Langdon has found many
records of this in the museum’'s Babylonian col-
lection,  We learn, agaln, of ecanals belng dug,
and of n fablet that chronielas the opening of a
grent waterway, like the Panama canal—the cele-
bration over 1t, the presence of the king, and the
pride feit In the great skill of 1ts engineers,

Further documents are reported verifying previ-
oug snssertions that the Babylonlan woman re-
celved an education equal to man's, took her place
with him In cortaln lnes, and wag compensaled
with the same wage as he,

The date of this

“Books™ lind no eases and when found are often
crumbled, broken, craucked or so badly chipped
thnt parts of the translation must be guesserl at
or omitted entirely, Others, fortunately, are found
Intact.

Letters, on the other hand. weére sent [n ‘en-
velopes, also of clay, When the tablet letter had
heen duly Inserlbed and signed, It was rolled in
g fine clay powder and slipped Into a hollow clay
pocket. More cluy dust was then shaken In, so
that layers of powder were packed about the con-
tents of the pocket and the letter could not get
rubbed or scratched. The elay opening was then
segled and stagmped with the sender’s ring.

Afterward, the address was added and a slave
dispatehed with it. Later, we know that Baby-
lonian and Sumerian governments supported regu-
lnr postal systoms, Tt 18 quite possible that that
reghime wns In existence in 2300 B. C.

Many letters are found with seals unbroken,
and these are marvellously preserved In thelr soft
powdered pads. We ean only surmise the reason
for their senled state, Perhaps a man kept sealed
copies of the most important letters he had to
write. Duplieate coples of records and transac-
tlons have been unenrthed, sometimes miles npart ;
and the same practice conld have held, rationally,
of letiers,

Some of these letters may never huve been
dellvered, thanks to an Inefficient postnl service
in some particular locality; or, and this is more
pluusible, the breaking out of frequent revointions
could have concelvably erippled the Babylonlan
post offices and left many letters forever unde-
Hvered.

Indubitably the oldest undelivered letter In the
worlil 18 In the Babylonian collection of the UTl-
versity of Penngylvanin musenm. Iis €nte would
he 2900 B, €, and Doctor Langdon spened and
read It only Inst week!

[t is from a master to his slave or to some un-
derling or employee. Ohvlously, It Is only one of
several letters, since it refers to previous corre-
gpondence and to n previous transactlon over
which the writer s perturbed. Its archale Su-
merinn s dictatorial, overbearing nnd peavish,
and rants of some unsatisfactory flonr deal that
the underliug has undertaken. One wonders
whatever became of that flour!

Other tablets now belng ontalogued have ple-
tures on them., One, a hunting scene, reminds
one of the prehistorie eave drawings found In
France. There Is another of a battle scene, very
much broken but rare amd Interesting.

The coming of Doctor Lapgdon to the Universl-
ty of Pennsyivanin museum, is timely and for-
tunute. The Babyleonlan division lins hed no cu-
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rator dince the heginning of the European war,
when Dr. Arno Poehel left to join hlg regiment

ut the German front, The Eckley B. Coxe, Jr,
expeditions, which began operntiong in Egypt In
1880 nnd have carpied them on through various
yenrs since, even finding localltles of the war-
ridden land where they can still opernte this yenr,
have, senl back to the museum an ncalculable
trensure-thove, not only in tablets, but in all kinds
of articles dug up from the dirt layers of Biblieal

und pre-Biblignl lands.
) AE t{"isw has not had the attention
it dererved,” ¥ r Langdon's labors will be bent

toward wrranging the Babylonlan exhibit, The
collection is the largest in the world. No other
museum has such g guantity of sacred Sumerinn
documents, which moke this the most important
Babylonlun collection In the world, even though
it ia not 8o large as that in thé British museum,

The war, which already has done #o much dam-
age, bids fair to rob us of this comparative re-
cent nchievement, the abllity to decipher these
tablets which tell of the llves and historles of
peoples who lived so many hondred years ago.
Younger men, ke Poebel, are at the front and
may never come back: other well-known Egypto-
loglgtz nre old men.

Not enough young men will be left to carry on
ihe work of translating the anclent cunelform
wrltings. When the present scholurs passg awny
the achlevement may die with them and Sumerian-
Akkadian become again a dend language, for not
enough young college men arve propoging to take
up archeology.

There I1s today no endowed seat of Assyriology
In any university, The University of Pennsyl-
vanin museum {8 exerting every effort to secure
such an endowment, that other intellects of so
high an order as Doctor Langdon's may be en-
cournged and helped to carry on a work similar
to his.

Eckley B. Coxe, Jr., died In Philadelphla in Sep-
tember last and left an endowment fund of "$500,
000 to earry on the work he has been equipping
expeditions to do In Bgypt so many yenrs. But
one expedition can only serateh the surface of the
myriad hills there and the conntless buried snd
forgotten cities that lle beneath them.

“Our only hope of getfing the rest of the tablets
buried there,” suys Doctor Langdon, “1& to go back
to Nippur agaln and again, and dig for them." En-
dowments for these expeditions are another of the
erving needs of gcholars. The world at large will
lose If archeplogleal exc¢avations and research
have to be abhandoned. '

There 18 no doubt that the general publie appre-
olates the work done by musenums and by scholars,
To Biblleal students alone there I8 inexhaustible
pleasure find safisfaction to be derlved from facts
uneartheil of Riblieal and pre-Biblleal peoples,

There Is now complete agreement among arche
eologists that Hammurabl 18 that snme Amraphel
of Genesls 14:1, & contemporary of Abroham.
From chronologlen! inferences It follows that
Abraham may well have attended school at the
temple in Nippur; nay, that he studied these very
hooks that nre now In the Unlversity of Pennsyl-
vanias museum, He may have read there the ne-
count of {he creation. Why not? The dates dove-
tall.

“Lot me take out and touch one of those tab-
lets” sald a rellglous man recently In the Unl
versity of Pennsylvania museum. “T belleve in
my heart that the hand of Abraham must have
held any or all of them nearly 5,000 years ago!”

Greek Meects Greek.

Slome Scots were enjoying the fun of the falr
Seping an old fiddler in the street, a few of them
went over to him, and one, handing him two-pence,
usked him to play the “Battle of Stirling Brig.”
The ovld fiddler took the money and went rasping
uway the same as before. The audlence getting
tired of this, the spokesman agaln went over 1o
the fiddler and said to bim: “HI, man, that's no'
the ‘Battle of Stirling Brig.'"” *I ken,” replied
the oid fiddier, “that's the skirmish before the bat:

tle.”
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(Conducted by the National Woman's
Christian Temperance Unlin.)
CHALLENGE OF A BIG TASK.

A few paragraphs from the address
of Miss Anna A. Gordon, president Na-
tional W, C. T. U., at Indianapolls, Ind,
November 17, 10168:

“Exultant pralse fills our hearts as we
meet in our forty-third anntual conven-
tion. These are glorlous frultion days,
We praise God for the resisiless sweep
o state-wlde prohibition on Noveinber
7, 1016, Michigun victorious! Ne-
bracka victorious! South Dakota vle-
torfous! Montana victorious! Alaska
victorious! Washington beat the hrew-
ers and held her law! Colorado beat
the brewers and held her law | Arizona
beat the brewers and held her law!
Arkansas beat distillers and brewers
and held her law, Idaho, already
blessed by statutory prohibition, voted
three to one to place prohibition in the
bedrock of her state constitution. In
seven of these eleven states women not
only worked for wictory but helped
vote it In—on election day. Great
Britain recently presented to the gov-
ernment 4 memorlal more than eleven
miles in lengtk for national prohibi-
tion during the war and six months
after. There were over 2,000,000 slg-
natures to the huge petition. Mrs,
Humphrey Ward, one of its influential
Indorsers, lately sald, ‘There will be
a new wind blowing through England
when this war is done,’ 'This same
prohibition wind has blown the lguor
traflie out of nine of Cunada’s ten prov-
inces, from far northern Newfound-
land, from the vonst areas of Russia
and its near nelghbor Roumanin; it is
whistling over the banks and braes of
bonnie Scotiand; it Is driving before
it the liquor makers and lquor sell-
ers of sunny France; it Is felt in the
restriction of the traflic in Germany,
Ttaly and other European countries. It
bids fair to reach the proportions of @

e

generation shall drive the commercial-
1zed drink evil from the entire world,

“Many members of the W. C. T. U.
who at the recent genernl election
were ‘fArst voters' cast* thelr ballots
for the presidentinl candidate on the
prohibition party ticket. Yet us an or-
ganization we are not partisan.. We
rejolce that one of the chief citizens
of our hostess clty, ex-Gov. J. Frank
Hanly, presidential condldate on the
Prohibition party ticket, recelved 350,
000 votes, We thank Mr, Hanly and
Doctor Landrith for their intense cum-
palgn to help foeus the attention of
our nation on the paramount question
of prohibition for our republic. We
ilso heartily thank the voters of all
parties who at the ballot box In state
or national electlions registered thelr
convictions in favor of a prohibitory
law and Its strict enforcement, We
are all one in a supreme effort to see
cure a federnl amendment for prohi-
bltion. State-wide prohibition victories
have been secured only when people of
all political faiths have united. Our
campaign for a federnl amendment
must be conducted on the same omni-
partisan lines,

“During a prohibition campaign the
hearts of the busy tollers are cheered
and upheld by the enthuslasm such an
effort creates, There fg unity of action,
fervor of spirit, joy of service and the
thrill of coming victory. Blection day
comes, Victory is won. What nexti
Too often the campnigners consider
their work Is well over. They think
they have earned the right to rest on
their laurels and to enjoy the results
of thelr arduous labors. There could
not be a greater mistake. Let us never
for one moment Indulge the fancy that
a prohibitory law can accomplish the
miracles of enforeing itself. Popula:
tions rapidly change in these swift
moving days. If public sentiment for
prohibition and for total abstinence 1s
kept at white heat the vast aren now
under prohibltion can everywhere and
always reslst the attacks of our strong-
Iy organized foe. The same fervor of
spirlt which alded In securing a pro-
hibitory law must with equal ardor be
exerted to enforce it., The chorus of
humanity must be kept up to prohibi-
tion cencert pitch., Unity of actlon is
still necessary.

“This year for the first time 4,000,000
women have voted for a president of
the United States. The 12 suffrago
states, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah
Idaho, Washington, California, Arizona,
Kansas, Oregon, Montana, Nevada and

| Alaska, together with Illinols, where

women vote in presidentlal and munlel-
pal elections, have a total of 01 elec-
toral votes.

“Closely studylng the strategy of tha
liguor forces of our country—through
their journals and the output of thelr
publiclty bureaus—and noting the vast
sums of money they expend fo defeat
suffrage electlons, we are convinced
that mor'e than any other forward step
of the wmperance forces they fear the
votes of women."

BUSINESS THAT SUFFERS,

It Is true that prohibition throws
gbme people out of business. In Den-
ver during the first dry month it was
found that about forty washwomen
gave up thelr work. Thelr husbands
spent thelr earnings for home supplies
Instead of booze and the womeh could
stay at home and toke care of their
families, At the same time one large
laundry gained about 400 new patrons,
Is prohibition bad for business? Why?
Why is It that pawnshops and jalls suf-
fer o falling off In business under pros
hibition? ’

.
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prohibition eyelone that in the present
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Land Values Sure to Advance
Because of Increasing De-
mand for Farm Products. -

The cry from coun'ries mbroad for
more of the necessaries of life Is acute
today; tomorrow 1t will be still more
insistent, and there will be no letup
after tlie war. This is the day for
the firmer, the day that he ls com-
ing into s own. He Is gradually
becoming the dictator as it bYecomes
more apparent that upon  hik- indus-
try depends. the great problem of
feeding a great world. The farmer of
Canada and the United States has it
within himself to hold the position that
stress of elrcumstances has lifted him’
into today. The conditions abroad are
suchi that the utmost dependence will
rest upon the farmers of this continent
for some time after the war, nand for
this remson there is no hesitation In
making the statement that war's de-
mands are, and for a long time will be,
{nexhaustible, and the claims that will
be made upon the soll will with diffi-
culty be met. There are today 25,000,
000 men In the fighting ranks in the
old world. The best of authority glves
75 per cent and ®over as having been
drawn from the farms, There Is there-
fore nearly 76 per cent of the Iand for
merly tilled now belng unworked,
Much of this-land Is today In a devas-
tated condition.and if the war should
end tomorrow It will take years to
pring It back to its former producing
capacity.

Instead of the farmer producer pro-
ducing, he hns become a consumer,
making the straln upon those who have
been left to do the farming & very dif-
ficult one, There may be aglitation as
to the high cost of lving, and doubtless
there Is reason for It in many cases,
The middleman may boost {he prices,
ecombines may organize to elevate the
cost, but one cannot get away from the
fact that the demand regulates the
supply, and the supply regulates the
price. The price of wheat—in fact, all
graing—as well as eattle, will remain
high for some time, and the low prices
that have prevalled will not come
agnin for some time.

After the war the demand for cattle,
not alone for beef, but for stock pur-
poses, to replenish the exhausted herds,
of Burope, will be keen. Farm educa-
tors and advisers are telling you to
prepare for this emergency, How much
better It can be done on the low-priced
lands of today, on lands that cost from
ten to twenty dollars per acre, than ig
can on two and three hundred-dollar-
an-acre land, The lands of Western
Canada meet all the requirements
They are productive in every sense of
the word. The best of grasses can be
grown with abundant ylelds and the
grain can be produced from these solls
that beats the world, and the same may
be sald of cattle and horses. The cli-
mate 1s all that 1s required.

Those who are competent to judge
elaim that land prices will rise in value
from twenty to fifty per cent. This ia
tooked for in Western Canada, where
lands are decldedly cheap today, and
those who are fortunate enough to se-
cure now will renlize wonderfully by
meang of such an investment. The
land that the Dominion Government I8
glving away as free homesteads In the
provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta are of a high c¢lags; they
are abundant in every constituent that
goes to make the most productive
golls, The yields of wheat, oats nud
barley that have been grown on these
lands gives the best evidence of thelr
productiveness, and when backed up
by the experience<of the thousands of
settlers from the United States who
have worked them and become wealthy
upon them. little more should be re~
quired to convince these who are seek-
fng a home, even with !imited menns,
that nowhere can they secure anything
that will better equip them to become
one of the army of Industry to dssist
in taking care of the problem of feed-
ing the world. These lands are free}
but to those who desire larger holdings
than 100 acres there are the rallroad
companies and land corporations from
whom purchase can be made at ress
sonable prices, and Information can be
secured from the Canadian government
agent, whose advertiséement appears
elsewhere in this paper.—~Advertise
ment.

Speaking of Women,

“Women are certalnly pecullar re-
marked the home-grown phillpsopher,

"What seems to be alling you now
queried his one-man audience

“1 was thinking of the difference In
the way they treat a husband after his
return from a two weéeks' business trip
and after nn absence of two hours past
midnight,” replied the philosophical ob-
SEIVEr.

Pr. Peery's “Dend Bhot" not only expels ®

Worms or Tapeworm but cleans out the
mucus in which they breed and tones up
the digestion. One dows wufMiclent. Adv,

Cynical Finance. -

“Those old alchemists thought they
ecould make gold out of the baser
metnls."

“Yes. But they didn't get rich.”
“4No. They devotéd too much time
to warking in laboratories and not
enough to circulating prospectuses and
atock certificates.”

Hats are taking & slanting positior
on the head, "

CMORE CATTLE,




